La Perouse Precinct Committee

1587 Anzac Parade

La Perouse 2036

16 July 2007

96615182

Mr Mark Turner

Dept of Planning

Dear Sir or Madam:

Botany Bay Cable Project

The residents of La Perouse Precinct are concerned by Energy Australia’s plans to lay high voltage electricity transmission cables  through the suburbs of La Perouse, Little Bay and Phillip Bay.

Residents are fearful because of the possible health effects by  the intense  magnetic radiation  emitted by these transmission lines. At a  Precinct meeting Energy Australia has confirmed that placing the cables underground does not lessen the radiation below that would be present if the cables were aerial. Additionally they stated that they could not guarantee no harmful effects from the radiation. 

The Environmental Statement pussy foots around  the health issue. It does not and cannot guarantee no health risk. Australian authorities state it is an open question.  ARPANSA the peak government agency which protects the Australian public currently States:

“ There are currently no Australian standards regulating exposure to these fields. The National Health and Medical Research Council has issued Interim guidelines on limits of exposure to 50/60 Hz electric and magnetic fields. These guidelines are aimed at preventing immediate health effects resulting from exposure to these fields. The recommended magnetic field exposure limit for members of the public (24 hour exposure) is 0.1 millitesla (1,000 mG - milligauss) and for occupational exposure (whole working day) is 0.5 millitesla (5,000 mG). 

The NHMRC notes that "although there are limitations in the epidemiological studies that suggest an increased incidence of cancer among children and adults exposed to 50/60 Hz fields, the data cannot be dismissed. Additional study will be required before these data can serve as a basis for risk assessment". In other words, because the research data do not indicate an exposure level at which a cancer risk exists (assuming that such a risk exists at any level), it is simply not possible to determine an exposure limit below which that risk would disappear. Hence, the above NHMRC limits do not apply to the avoidance of cancer risk resulting from chronic exposure to 50 Hz magnetic fields. ”

It is to be noted from the above that ARPANSA states that proposed limits “are aimed at preventing immediate health effects ”and is empathetic it does not stipulate a safe level of radiation. It goes on to state that risk associated with chronic exposure is an “open question” and that “Hence, the above NHMRC limits do not apply to the avoidance of cancer risk resulting from chronic exposure to 50 Hz magnetic fields”.

Energy Australia ES is flawed in its dealing with the health issues because it strongly implies that there is no danger where in fact the Australian authorities state that health effects cannot be ruled out without further testing because of studies that do show an association.

Energy Australia gives a false impression of safety in regard to chronic exposure by stating it intends to abide by National standards or recommendations because there are no standards or recommendations in relation to chronic exposure. The project will subject to  chronic exposure residents living along  its path. 
The underground cables are significantly more dangerous that if the cables were on top of the towers because people will be walking just 1 meter above the cables whereas the towers are usually at least 12 metres high. The level of radiation expected at road surface of 400 milligaus is 100 times greater than levels in which for prolonged exposure overseas studies have shown to be associated with cancer. Childhood leukemia has been found by several experimentations to be doubled by prolonged exposure of just 4 milligaus by affecting blood formation in the long bones of the legs. As you know Anzac Parade is popular for people of all ages to walk along it for exercise and other reasons. People also wait at the bus stops each day. Also the magnetic radiation in residences along Anzac and Bunnerong will be significantly increased leading to chronic exposure to the radiation.

 Furthermore the Precinct Committee is in the process of formulating the route for additional off road bike tracks suitable for children and see the joining of La Perouse school and Military Road along Bunnerong Rd as a primary section. The placement of high tension wires in the current nature strip would place the source of danger one or two metres from the children’s legs. It is thought that leukemia originates in the long bones. People will be wary and will avoid going near the cables and so the utility and enjoy ability of this stretch of nature strip will be destroyed. 

A viable alternative described by Energy Australia to our last Precinct Committee meeting is to take the cables from Kurnell to the tip of the breakwater at Molyneaux point and then along Prince Edward drive to Bunnerong. However the Sydney Ports Corporation thwarted this option by it insisting that Energy Australia provide a huge surety against damage to the sea-wall, by the fact that Prince Edward Drive is gated every evening and that the SPC doesn’t know if and when it may want to widen the channel near Molyneaux Point. The Precinct Committee is of the view that the breakwater is fundamentally a non-jointed  flexible structure and could not be damaged by a small horizontal bore several metres blow its base, that a key could be provided for the gates just like the fire brigade has if not bolt cutters and that the channel is currently very close to the tip of the breakwater and no widening close to the breakwater is possible as this would destabilize the breakwater base.

Another alternative is to take the cables to the west end of Yarra Bay Beach then through the Council tip site and along Military road to the substation. Energy Australia however said that there was an old tanker mooring, an old oil pipe line, sea grasses and possible sea horse colony and that the Council was reticent in allowing the cables through its tip site behind Yarra Beach. To this the community says that the mooring is well away from Yarra Bay being half way along the breakwater and can be anyhow skirted around , the defunct pipe line can be cut away, the sea grass will regenerate and the sea horse move to adjoining grass beds and then come back. 

The Community of La Perouse Precinct including the Aboriginal community sees the high-tension wires as posing a health risk and damaging to the recreational, historic and heritage values of the precinct. They do not want them running through the community when viable possibly cheaper alternatives as described above exist.  We request you to take action  to have the high tension cables routed through non residential areas. 

Sincerely

Charles Abela 

On behalf of the La Perouse Precinct Committee  

